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division of Rome—the Feet of iron and Clay
After 600 years in power, God accurately predicted, ancient Rome would 
not be followed by another world empire but would disintegrate into 
smaller kingdoms. Through unparalleled luxury, political corruption, and 
moral decay, Rome lost its stability and strength. It became easy prey for tribes of barbarians 
that began to invade the empire during the fourth century a.d.

By a.d. 476, Rome had divided into ten parts, listed here with their modern counterparts: 
Alemanni (Germans), Franks (French), Saxons (English), Visigoths (Spanish), Burgundians 
(Swiss), Lombards (Italians), Suevi (Portuguese); and the Heruli, Vandals, and Ostrogoths 
(now extinct). The current nations of Europe developed from these tribes of the divided Ro-
man Empire. Some were strong, some weak.

“As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed 
of men; but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix 
with clay” (Daniel 2:43). Many world rulers have tried to unite the nations 
of Europe, often through royal marriages, mingling themselves “with the 
seed of men.” God’s prediction of world empires to the end of time has 
been remarkably accurate. No effort to unite the divided kingdoms of 
old Rome—of current Europe—can ever succeed. Charlemagne tried and 
failed. Charles V and Louis XIV tried and failed. Napoleon Bonaparte tried 
and failed. Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany in 1914 tried and failed. Later, 
Hitler tried and failed. And today, efforts continue to bring Europe 
together, but every such effort fails. 

the Great stone—God’s eternal Kingdom
Daniel ended his explanation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream with these 
words: “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not 
be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. Inasmuch as you saw that the 
stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke 
in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the 
great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after 
this” (Daniel 2:44, 45). 

Through this dream of a giant metal image that Nebuchadnezzar ex-
perienced six centuries before the birth of Christ, God unveiled the 
course of history to the end of time. All of the kingdoms the king 
saw—represented by the gold, the silver, the brass, and the iron—
have passed into history. Where are we living today? In the days of 
the kings represented by the ten toes—the nations of Europe today—
God will set up a kingdom to end all earthly kingdoms—a kingdom 
that will last forever. The only event in Bible prophecy yet to take 
place is the second coming of Jesus Christ and the establishment of 
His kingdom. 

daniel 7—the Four Beasts
Often in Bible prophecy, we find that God covers the same periods 
of time, using different symbols. This is true in both of the two key 
books of the Bible that deal with time prophecies—Daniel and its 
companion—the Book of Revelation. 

So it’s not surprising that God would return to this great panoramic 
view of time from Babylon to the second coming of Christ. 

Sure enough, five chapters later, in Daniel 7, God gave Daniel himself 
a vision at night, and showed him the exact same sweep of time from 
Babylon to the second coming. This time, though, God gave to Dan-
iel different symbols for the world’s kingdoms than Nebuchadnezzar 
had seen in his dream. 
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Instead of a statue with different metal sections, God showed Dan-
iel the same kingdoms, but this time, each one was represented by 
a different animal—or beast. Instead of Babylon being represented 
by the statue’s head of gold, Babylon this time was symbolized by a 
lion with eagle’s wings. According to history, the kingdom of Babylon 
reigned supreme on earth from 605 b.c. to 539 b.c.

Medo-Persia, rather than the statue’s chest and arms of silver, was 
now a bear with three ribs in its mouth. Medo-Persia ruled from 539 
b.c. to 331 b.c.

Greece, instead of the belly and thighs of brass, was now a four-headed 
leopard with four wings. Interestingly, when Alexander the Great 
died, his empire was divided between his four top generals. This kingdom ruled from 331 b.c. to 
168 b.c.

Rome, instead of being the legs of iron, was now a fearsome beast with iron teeth and ten 
horns. The great kingdom of Rome ruled from 168 b.c. to a.d. 476. When it then ended, the 
kingdom divided into ten parts. In Daniel 2, those parts were represented by the ten toes of the 
image. In Daniel 7, they are represented by the ten horns of the fourth beast.  
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Now, up through this point, the two prophecies run completely parallel to each other. But 
when the prophecy of Daniel 7 came to Rome, God gave Daniel much more detail than before. 
The ten horns of the fourth great beast represented the ten pagan, godless fragments of the 
Roman Empire that became today’s nations of Europe. 

But Daniel 7 moves the prophetic panorama forward into new territory. Notice Daniel’s de-
scription of what he saw at this point in his vision of the beasts: “After this I saw in the night 
visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron 
teeth; it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with its feet. It was dif-
ferent from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. I was considering the horns, 
and there was another horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom three of the 
first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a 
man, and a mouth speaking pompous words” (Daniel 7:7, 8). 

papal Rome—the “little horn” power
So here we have a fearsome ten-horned beast, and a new “little horn” 
comes up in the midst of the ten and plucks three of them “out by the 
roots.” And, the Bible says, this new little horn has eyes “like the eyes 
of a man” and speaks “pompous words.”

The record of history is the key to identifying this new “little horn” 
power. And history clearly records that three of those original ten pa-
gan kingdoms into which old Rome splintered were indeed “plucked 
out by the roots.” And all were overthrown by the same power. 

When the Roman Empire ended in a.d. 476, a struggle began for control of the ten remaining 
parts of the empire. On one side were three of the pagan tribes: the Heruli, the Vandals, and 
the Ostrogoths. On the other side was the Bishop of Rome and the emperors loyal to the Cath-
olic bishop. One by one, the Catholic emperors overthrew these three rebel tribes:

•	 The	Emperor	Zeno	conquered	the	Heruli	by	encouraging	the	Ostrogoths	to	invade	in	
a.d. 493.  

•	 The	Emperor	Justinian	sent	his	General	Belisarius	to	conquer	the	Vandals	in	a.d. 534.
•	 General	Belisarius	then	drove	the	Ostrogoths	out	of	Rome	in	a.d. 538. 

In a.d. 533, Justinian decreed that the Bishop of Rome was to rule supreme over all the 
churches. But his decree meant nothing until he and other emperors were able to overthrow 
the three Arian tribes (Heruli, Vandals, Ostrogoths)—“the three horns” of Daniel 7.  

By a.d. 538, this was accomplished, and the era of the little horn’s power had begun. The pa-
pacy would continue in absolute power for another 1,260 years till the year 1798. (Note: This 
1,260-year period is found in Bible prophecy in several places. See Daniel 7:25, Daniel 12:7, 
Revelation 11:2, Revelation 11:3, Revelation 12:6, Revelation 12:14, and Revelation 13:5.)

When his vision was finished, Daniel asked God for an explanation.  Can you imagine if you 
had just seen a vision like that? With what we’ve just read, any thinking person would have 
wanted to know—just as much as Daniel did—what in the world this terrible-looking beast 
could represent. It was so dreadful looking—so powerful. And it was doing almost unspeak-
able things. Last but not least, what could this vision mean? Just to read what Daniel saw in 
his dream would make almost anybody a little afraid. Daniel knew that whatever it was, it 
was not good. 

Another thing we must not let slip through our fingers is that God considered the information 
in this vision so vitally important that even hundreds of years later, He gave John a similar 
vision in Revelation 13:5. And it did not stop there. God also gave the same time prophecy in 
Revelation 11:2, 3; 12:6; and 12:14. 

Amazing love! What a wonderful God we serve, that He would not leave us in the dark about 
something so important that not knowing it could cost us our eternal salvation. Yet many 
times, God in His infinite wisdom does not just give us the answers without our own careful 
study. We are all being tested. Do we love and believe God enough to get into His Word? Are 
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you, reader, diving into His love letter and finding out what He wants you to know? It’s all 
there. Nothing at all is left out that we need for our benefit, safety, and salvation. We just have 
to dig a little. Let’s see what happens next in Daniel 7:19–25: 

Then I wished to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all 
the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its nails of bronze, which 
devoured, broke in pieces, and trampled the residue with its feet; and the ten horns 
that were on its head, and the other horn which came up, before which three fell, 
namely, that horn which had eyes and a mouth which spoke pompous words, whose 
appearance was greater than his fellows. 

I was watching; and the same horn was making war against the saints, and prevail-
ing against them, until the Ancient of Days came, and a judgment was made in fa-
vor of the saints of the Most High, and the time came for the saints to possess the 
kingdom.

Thus he said: “The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be 
different from all other kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, trample it and 
break it in pieces. The ten horns are ten kings who shall arise from this kingdom. 
And another shall rise after them; he shall be different from the first ones, and shall 
subdue three kings. He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, shall per-
secute the saints of the Most High, and shall intend to change times and law. Then 
the saints shall be given into his hand for a time and times and half a time.” 

Now, in order to fully and fairly identify this “little horn” power as the reign of the papacy, let’s 
allow the Bible itself to provide that identification. We can find at least ten ways in the Word 
to identify this power:

ten Ways to identify the little horn
 1. It came to power from among the ten divisions of Europe—the ten horns (Daniel 

7:8).
 2. It came to power after a.d. 476, because the “little horn” succeeded pagan Rome, 

which fell in that year (Daniel 7:7, 8).
 3. It began as “a little horn”—a little power at its beginning (Daniel 7:8).
 4. It uprooted three horns—the Heruli, the Vandals, and the Ostrogoths (Daniel 

7:8, 24).
 5. It has a man at its head (Daniel 7:8; see also 2 Thessalonians 2:3).
 6. It is “different” from the others. They were “state” powers, and the little horn was a 

“church-state” combination (Daniel 7: 24).
 7. The little horn would speak great words and blasphemy (Daniel 7:8, 25). The defini-

tion of blasphemy from the Bible is to claim to be God and/or to claim to be able to 
forgive sin. (See Matthew 9:2–6; John 10:30–33.) 

 8. The little horn would wear out and kill many of God’s children. During its 1,260-year 
reign, the papal persecutions brought the death of millions (Daniel 7: 25).

 9. The little horn antichrist would think to change times and law (Daniel 7:25). The 
Catholic Church notes the changes it made to God’s law in its catechism. It removed 
the second commandment that forbids idolatry, changed the fourth commandment 
requiring worship on the seventh day of the week, and finally, divided the tenth com-
mandment in two to retain a full ten commandments. 

 10. The little horn power would rule “for a time and times and half a time”—elsewhere 
presented in the Bible as 1,260 days or forty-two months of prophetic time. Since a 
day is equal to a year in Bible prophecy, this power was to rule for 1,260 years. God 
foretold that it would reign supreme and persecute God’s obedient children for 1,260 
years. 

So in Daniel 2 and Daniel 7, God has given us a sweeping overview of history from the time of 
Nebuchadnezzar—more than 600 years before Christ’s birth—and continuing to the very end 
of time at the second coming of Jesus. 

As we study these two parallel prophecies, we discover exactly where we are today in the 
stream of time. Yes, we see that we are involved in a great struggle between two systems—
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truth and error, loyalty and disloyalty, right and wrong, good and evil. But we also are wonder-
fully encouraged as we realize that we are at the very end of time here on this earth and that 
the next event yet to happen is the return of Jesus!

We personally hope that you will diligently study these timely and vitally important subjects. 
Knowing these truths means the difference between life and death. But no one has to be de-
ceived. Our one and only principle should be no different from that of the disciples in the New 
Testament, when they said in Acts 5:29, “We ought to obey God rather than men.” 

Remember the three men who were worthy to be noted in Daniel 3? When the king wanted 
them to bow down to his image, they said, to put it in a nutshell, “King, we do very much re-
spect you, but we serve the living God. We serve the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Our 
God is able to save us if He wants to. If He would be glorified to keep us from burning up in 
that fiery furnace, then we are happy and very thankful! If not, it does not make a difference 
to us. We trust and believe that our God—the only true God—has our best interests in mind.”

As you read again this account in the Book of Daniel, you see that these three wise men did 
not try to be arrogant, nor were they belittling King Nebuchadnezzar. What do you think 
might have happened, had they tried to be politically correct? They could have played out 
all kinds of scenarios that might have sounded good and right according to man’s thoughts. 
For example, they could have said, “When the music starts playing, we will look as if we are 
bowing down, but really, we will just tie our sandals. That way, we are not really worshiping 
the statue.” They could have said, “If we make a scene now, we will throw away everything 
we have worked so hard for.” Another way they could have looked at it might have been: “If 
we don’t bow down, it could save a lot of our friends. Just think—millions of Jews are here, 
and we don’t want to make it bad for the rest of them.” By the way, why did no one else stay 
standing? 

You see, it was love for God that kept them from being traditionally or politically correct. And 
that love meant more to them than even their own lives on this earth. 

To go along with the crowd—even a Christian one—just because you don’t want to make 
waves or you think you might be the laughingstock of your family or even your own church, 
will in the end come down to one final question: Do you love Jesus more than tradition or the 
approval of the majority? We will be judged by God, and that is the only thing that should mat-
ter. We have a more sure word of prophecy. God’s Word is always right. Let’s not stand up and 
defend something just because of the majority. Get into those Scriptures and study as never 
before. As you can see, these end-time prophecies tell us that we are here at the close of his-
tory. Time as we have known it will soon be over. It won’t get any easier to make hard deci-
sions. In the end, though, the reward is well worth it. Truth will prevail—it will be victorious.
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the sanctuary to Be Cleansed

2,300–day prophecy
It is so nice to know that God does nothing first unless He reveals it to His prophets. When 
He does reveal it to us, we need to study to show ourselves approved. He wants us to find out 
what He is trying to say. God many times gives us more than one place in the Scripture to 
figure out these puzzles. No man could do this because often the time line is spanning more 
than one generation.

This prophecy is no exception. We can begin this in the Book of Daniel and find additional 
information in the Book of Revelation. This is one big reason that we know the Bible comes 
from God. No man would be able to do this. There are many years—more than five hundred—
between Daniel and Revelation. Only the God of heaven Who makes no mistakes and knows 
the end from the beginning would be able to span such a time period and have everything 
work like a hand in a glove.

This vitally important study will begin in Daniel 7:9, 10. In a prophetic vision that included the 
sanctuary in heaven, an angel said to the prophet Daniel:

I watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient of Days was seated; His gar-
ment was white as snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was 
a fiery flame, its wheels a burning fire; a fiery stream issued and came forth from be-
fore Him. A thousand thousands ministered to Him; ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened.

The yearly cleansing of the sanctuary in the Old Testament was a symbol of the final work of 
Judgment prior to Christ’s second coming.

As you can clearly see, there is a Judgment that takes place. The question here is when does 
this judgment take place? If you go now to 8:13, 14, you read:

Then I heard a holy one speaking; and another holy one said to that certain one 
who was speaking, “How long will the vision be, concerning the daily sacrifices and 
the transgression of desolation, the giving of both the sanctuary and the host to be 
trampled underfoot?” 

And he said to me, “For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary shall 
be cleansed.” 

So it’s clear that God wanted to share with Daniel just when the real Day of Atonement in 
heaven would begin: 2,300 days from . . . but when?

the 70-Weeks prophecy
When the vision Daniel received in chapter 8 was finished, God sent a heavenly angel named 
Gabriel to explain it to Daniel. But partway through this explanation, Daniel fell ill (Dan-
iel 8:27): “And I, Daniel, fainted and was sick for days; afterward I arose and went about the 
king’s business. I was astonished by the vision, but no one understood it.”

But in the next chapter, after Daniel recovered, Gabriel returned to finish explaining the vi-
sion: “Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, 
reached me about the time of the evening offering. And he informed me, and talked with me, 
and said, ‘O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to understand. At the beginning 
of your supplications the command went out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly 
beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision’ ” (Daniel 9:22, 23). 

It is amazing that many Christians are almost afraid to study prophecy. Or they misinterpret 
it. When we use the whole Bible to get our information and not tradition, God will send His 
Holy Spirit and guide us into Truth. Right from the words of the highest Angel those great 
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words— “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to understand.”—cannot be re-
futed. Our Lord wants us desperately to understand what is about to take place on this earth 
so you and I might be prepared and ready for His coming. 

In the next four verses, Gabriel outlined a fascinating time prophecy, explaining it as he went 
along. 

Verse 24
Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city,
To finish the transgression,
To make an end of sins,
To make reconciliation for iniquity,
To bring in everlasting righteousness,
To seal up vision and prophecy,
And to anoint the Most Holy.

So out of the long 2,300-day prophecy—part of Daniel’s vision in chapter 8—Gabriel said that 
70 weeks are “determined” (a word meaning “cut off”) from the longer prophecy, for “your 
people” (the Jewish nation—the people of Israel). During this 70 weeks, several things would 
take place. These six tasks could only be fulfilled in and through the work of Jesus, the Mes-
siah. Who else, for example, could possibly make reconciliation for iniquity or bring in ever-
lasting righteousness?

Now, it’s important to know about two keys to understanding Bi-
ble time prophecies. First, in Bible prophecy, literal time periods 
are often a symbol of a much longer time period. A twenty-four-
hour day, for example, stands for a year (see Numbers 14:34 and 
Ezekiel 4:6).  

A second key important to know is that while our years today have 
365 days, in Daniel’s time, the Jewish year had only 360 days. 

So applying these two keys, we realize that the 2,300 days of Dan-
iel 8:14 are really 2,300 years. In the same way, the 70 weeks here 
in Daniel 9:24 are actually 490 years (70 weeks x 7 days per week 
= 490). This means that the first 490 years of the longer 2,300 years 
are “cut off” or “determined” for several important things to be ac-
complished. 

Verse 25
Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the command to restore and build 
Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall 
be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street 
shall be built again, and the wall, even in trou-
blesome times.

The first 69 weeks of this 70-week prophecy begin with 
“the command to restore and build Jerusalem.” So if we 
can learn when this command was given, we will have 
the starting date for both the 70 weeks—and the longer 
2,300 days—from the beginning of which this 70 weeks 
was “cut off.”

History tells us exactly when this command was decreed. 
This decree, described in Ezra 7:13–26, was sent out by 
the Persian king Artaxerxes in the year 457 b.c. 

Sometimes it is easy to confuse the date or dates of this 
prophecy because there were two other decrees in Ezra. 
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The first we find in Ezra 1. This decree is missing a vital point of the prophecy. It only de-
crees the building of the temple, not Jerusalem. That is a huge difference. The other decree 
is found in Ezra 6. This decree like the first one talks only of the temple. The third decree in 
the 7th chapter is the right decree. This decree not only talks of the temple but of restoring 
the law of God. This third decree is the last decree. The temple is finished. Also when you 
look at Ezra 9:9, you read that the walls of Jerusalem were to be rebuilt. It was to restore 
everything. 

Gabriel explained that the 69 weeks were the sum of 7 weeks plus 62 weeks. During the first 
part—the 7 weeks—the angel says, “the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in trou-
blesome times.” In other words, the 7 weeks would be for the rebuilding of Jerusalem. 

The 62 weeks? That would be explained in verse 26. 

Verse 26
And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and the 
people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end 
of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined.

Sometime after the 62 weeks, Gabriel said, the Messiah would be “cut off”—a reference to 
Christ’s death on the cross. 

It’s time now to do some “math,” and see where we are on the timeline of this prophecy. But 
first, be careful not to miscalculate, based on the change-over from b.c. dates to a.d. dates. To 
remember here? There was no “year zero”! b.c. dates counted down to the year 1 b.c. This year 
was followed immediately—not by a “year 0”—but by the year a.d. 1.

Keep this in mind now, as we move to the next verse.

Verse 27
Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one 
week; but in the middle of the week He shall bring 
an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing 
of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, 
even until the consummation, which is determined, is 
poured out on the desolate.

The 69 weeks ended in a.d. 27, according to prophecy. But the 
70-week prophecy means there is yet one more week. So add-
ing another week (7 years) to a.d. 27, we come to the year a.d. 
34. 

Now notice that verse 27 says that the Messiah would “confirm 
the covenant with many for one week.” History shows that Je-

sus began His ministry at His baptism, in the year a.d. 27! 

But this verse also says that “in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and 
offering.” The system of sacrifices and offerings, as we’ve earlier seen, was part of the desert 
Sanctuary. When the symbol met the reality (Christ’s sacrifice on the cross), what need would 
there be after that for the symbolic sacrifices to continue? Christ’s very real sacrifice brought 
that to an end at the cross.

And when did Jesus die on the cross? Again, history shows that He died in the year a.d. 
31—precisely in “the middle of the week” as predicted by this prophecy. Remember too that 
verse 26 said that Jesus would be “cut off” somewhere after the 69th week. 

What about the confirming of the covenant “with many for one week”? This refers to the pe-
riod of time Jesus focused His efforts primarily on His people Israel. But with the stoning of 
Stephen in a.d. 34, the gospel message now went as well to the Gentiles—non–Jews—that is, 
to the entire world. 
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This, then, is in rather abbreviated form an overview of the 70-week prophecy. But to fin-
ish the “bigger picture” that began in Daniel 8:14—the larger 2,300-day prophecy about the 
cleansing of the Sanctuary in heaven—we need to complete the prophecy timeline. 

If the first 70 weeks (Part 1 of the 2,300-day prophecy) brought us to the year a.d. 34, then do-
ing a little more math, we subtract the 70 weeks (490 prophetic years) from 2,300 years, and 
that leaves 1,810 years for Part 2 of the prophecy. All that remains, then, is to add this 1,810 
years to the end of the 70 weeks (a.d. 34), and we are brought to the year a.d. 1844. 

Daniel’s vision of the Bible’s longest time prophecy—the 2,300 days—stated clearly in Dan-
iel 8:14: “For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary shall be cleansed.” We’ve 
now, step by step, established that this 2,300 days (years) ended in the year 1844. And then, the 
Bible says, the Sanctuary shall be cleansed.

Just as the Old Testament Sanctuary had an annual service called the Day of Atonement, on 
which day the Sanctuary was symbolically cleansed, this great prophecy tells us that the real 
Sanctuary in heaven is also cleansed. 
And when? Beginning in the year 1844. 

This means that since that time, Jesus— 
our High Priest—has been minister-
ing His shed blood in a great court-
room scene in heaven. When His work 
is done, the Sanctuary will be cleansed, 
and He will return to this earth at His 
second coming. 

Though we on earth cannot see what is 
happening in this work of judgment and 
cleansing in heaven, the Bible has told 
us that it is happening. It is a solemn 
time. And just as ancient Israel on that 
symbolic Day of Atonement spent the 
day in heart-searching and in putting 
away their sins, so we who are living in 
the time of heaven’s Day of Atonement 
should also be searching our hearts and 
seeking Christ’s power to put sin away 
from our lives. 
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In heaven, Jesus continues His saving work for us. The great enemy of us all, Satan, has, be-
fore the entire universe, accused us each of our sins as reason we shouldn’t be saved for eter-
nity (the Bible calls him “the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day 
and night,” Revelation 12:10).

But Satan also has accused Jesus Himself of unfairness—of making a Law that couldn’t be 
kept, of offering mercy and salvation to undeserving sinners. So it’s this great judgment go-
ing on in heaven, to which the Bible refers in the Book of Revelation 14 (as part of what the 
Bible calls the “messages of the three angels”): “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour 
of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs 
of water.”

His judgment. So even Jesus is being judged, in the eyes of the onlooking universe and un-
fallen angels, as to whether He can be both just and merciful. 

The Old Testament Sanctuary—as well as the Sanctuary in heaven—do far more than tell us 
about salvation. They show us how it looks in reality. They illustrate and demonstrate the Bi-
ble’s greatest theme—how men, women, and children are saved. 

This time prophecy is almost completed. The question is are you ready? It will come at the 
appointed time. God’s Word has never failed and it never will. He has done absolutely every-
thing He can to show us and tell us of this endtime judgment. The question for you in the last 
moments of this earth’s history is, Are you willing to not only believe but to make the decision 
to accept the call? Don’t put it off. Tomorrow may be too late. Let us be determined to be on 
the right side—His side—that we might spend eternity with Jesus and the many others who 
have accepted His Grace.
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Bible symbols and their Meanings

Many signs and symbols are contained in the Bible. God had a number of reasons for choos-
ing to use them. Here are a few:

•	 God	knew	that	if	we	loved	Him,	we	would	search	His	Word	diligently.	To	understand	it	
as we should, we need to rightly divide the Word of Truth (2 Timothy 2:15). This can only 
be accomplished by going through many texts—not just one or two. 

•	 Many	of	the	apocalyptic	prophecies	were	given	while	the	prophets	were	in	a	hostile	for-
eign land. One reason God cloaked the prophecies in symbols was to protect the mes-
sengers.

•	 When	signs	and	symbols	are	used,	it	tends	to	anchor	the	things	they	represent	in	our	
memory longer. For instance, if you hear the word eagle many times in connection with 
the United States, you associate the USA with it. 

We hope you will get to know your Bible better than ever, and to help you in that effort, we 
present here a few signs and symbols to get you started. 

Animals and their parts
•	 Bear = Destructive Power (2 Kings 2:23, 24; Proverbs 28:15) 
•	 Beast = Kingdom / Government / Political Power (Daniel 7:17, 23)
•	 Blood = Life (Leviticus 17:11; Deuteronomy 12:23)
•	 dove = Holy Spirit (Mark 1:10)
•	 dragon = Satan or His Agency (Revelation 12:7–9)
•	 Goat = Greece (Daniel 8:21)
•	 horn = King or Kingdom (Daniel 7:24; 8:21, 22; Zechariah 1:18, 19; Revelation 17:12)

•	 Strength	(Psalm	75:10)
•	 horse = Strength and Power in Battle (Job 39:19; Psalm 147:10; Proverbs 21:31)

•	 Swiftness	(Jeremiah	4:13)
•	 Stubbornness	(Jeremiah	8:4–6)
•	 Lust	(Jeremiah	5:8)
•	 A	Form	of	Trust	in	the	Wrong	Way	(Psalm	20:7)	

•	 lamb = Jesus / Sacrifice (Isaiah 53:7; John 1:29) 
•	 lion = Powerful King, that is, Babylon (Jeremiah 50:43, 44; Daniel 7:4, 17, 23)

•	 Jesus	(Revelation	5:4–9)	
•	 Ram = Medo-Persia (Daniel 8:20)
•	 serpent = Satan (Revelation 12:9; 20:2)
•	 Wings = Speed / Protection (Deuteronomy 28:49; Matthew 23:37)
•	 Wolf = False Prophets That Hunt in a Time of Darkness (Matthew 7:15) 

Colors
•	 Amber = Glory of God (Ezekiel 1:3, 4; 8:1, 2)
•	 Black = Famine (Revelation 6:5, 6)
•	 Blue = Law, Obedience (Numbers 15:37–41)

•	 Royalty	(Esther	8:15)
•	 Gold = Holiness, Rulership (Revelation 4:4; 14:14) 

•	 Spiritual	Wealth	(Revelation	3:18)
•	 purple = Royalty (Judges 8:26; Mark 15:17) 
•	 Red/scarlet = Sin / Corruption (Isaiah 1:18; Revelation 17:l–4)

•	 War	(Nahum	2:3;	Revelation	6:4)
•	 White = Purity (Psalm 51:7; Isaiah 1:18) 

•	 Conquest	(Revelation	6:1,	2)

Four horses of Revelation 6
•	 Black horse = Famine (Revelation 6:5, 6)
•	 pale horse = Death (Revelation 6:7, 8)
•	 Red horse = War (Revelation 6:4)
•	 White horse = Conquest (Revelation 6:1, 2)
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Metals, elements, and natural objects
•	 12 Foundation stones of new Jerusalem = Twelve Apostles of Jesus (Revelation 21:14)
•	 12 Gates of pearl, new Jerusalem = Twelve Tribes of Israel (Revelation 21:12)
•	 Ashes = Mankind Is Like Dust and Ashes (Job 30:19)
•	 Brass / Bronze = Rebels and Slanderers (Isaiah 48:4; Jeremiah 6:28)

•	 Earth	(Leviticus	26:19)	
•	 Bread = Word of God / Jesus (Luke 4:4; John 6:35, 51; 1 Corinthians 11:23, 24) 
•	 Field = World (Matthew 13:38; John 4:35)
•	 Fig tree = A Nation That Should Bear Fruit (Luke 13:6–9) 
•	 Fire = Holy Spirit (Luke 3:16)
•	 Fruit = Results of Works / Actions (Galatians 5:22)
•	 Gold = Pure Character / Precious and Rare (Isaiah 13:12; Malachi 3:3)
•	 harvest = End of World (Matthew 13:39)
•	 honey = Happy Life (Deuteronomy 8:6–10; Ezekiel 20:6)
•	 Mountains = Political or Religio-Political Powers (Isaiah 2:2, 3; Jeremiah 51:24, 25; Dan-

iel 2:35, 44, 45)
•	 Holiness	(Jeremiah	31:23)

•	 oil = Holy Spirit (1 Samuel 16:13; Zechariah 4:2-6; Revelation 4:5) 
•	 Reapers = Angels (Matthew 13:39)
•	 Rock = Jesus / Truth (Deuteronomy 32:4; 1 Corinthians 10:4) 
•	 seed = Children of God / Jesus (Romans 9:8; Galatians 3:16) 
•	 silver = Pure Words / Understanding (Psalm 12:6; Proverbs 3:13, 14; 10:20; 25:11) 
•	 stars = Angels (Job 38:7; Revelation 1:16, 20; 12:4, 7–9)
•	 sun = Jesus (Psalm 84:11; Malachi 4:2; Matthew 17:1, 2)
•	 thorns / thorny Ground = Cares of This Life (Mark 4:18, 19)
•	 tree = Cross / People / Nation (Deuteronomy 21:22, 23; Psalm 37:35; 92:12)
•	 Vineyard = Church That Should Bear Fruit (Luke 20:9–16)
•	 Water = Everlasting Life / Holy Spirit / Cleansing (John 4:14; 7:37–39; Ephesians 5:26; 

Revelation 22:17)
•	 Waters = Inhabited Area / People / Nations (Revelation 17:15)
•	 Winds = Strife / Commotion / Winds of War (Jeremiah 4:11–13; 25:31–33; 49:36, 37; Zech-

ariah 7:14)

Miscellaneous
•	 Angel = Messenger (Daniel 8:16; 9:21, 22; Luke 1:19, 26; Hebrews 1:13, 14)
•	 Arrows = Bitter Words (Psalm 64:3)

•	 False	Witness	(Proverbs	25:18)
•	 Tongue	(Jeremiah	9:8)

•	 Babel/Babylon = Confusion / Rebellion / Apostasy (Genesis 10:8–10; 11:6–9; Revelation 
17:1–5; 18:2, 3)

•	 Clothing / Garments = Character (Isaiah 59:6; 64:6)
•	 Crown = A Glorious Ruler or Rulership (Proverbs 4:8, 9; 16:31; 27:23, 24; Isaiah 28:5; 

62:3)
•	 day = Literal Year (Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6)
•	 Famine = Dearth of Truth (Amos 8:11)
•	 healing = Salvation (Luke 5:23, 24)
•	 Jar / Vessel = Person (Jeremiah 18:1–6; 2 Corinthians 4:7; 2 Timothy 2:21) 
•	 lamp = Word of God (Psalm 119:105)
•	 leprosy / sickness = Sin (Leviticus 13:12–17; 2 Kings 5:1–14; Luke 5:12, 13) 
•	 Mark = Sign or Seal of Approval or Disapproval (Ezekiel 9:4; Romans 4:11; Revelation 

7:2, 3; 13:16, 17; 14:9–11)
•	 Ministering	Spirits	(Hebrews	1:13,	14)

•	 Ring = Authority (Genesis 41:42, 43; Esther 3:10, 11)
•	 seal = Sign or Seal of Approval or Disapproval (Romans 4:11; Revelation 7:2, 3; 9:4; 

20:3)
•	 sword = Word of God (Ephesians 6:17; Hebrews 4:12)
•	 time = 360 Days / One Year (Daniel 4:16, 23, 25, 32; 7:25)
•	 times = 720 Days / Two Years (Daniel 7:25; Revelation 12:14)
•	 trumpet = Loud Warning of God’s Approach (Exodus 19:16, 17; Joshua 6:4, 5; 1 Thessa-

lonians 4:16)
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•	 White Robes = Victory / Righteousness (Revelation 3:5; 7:14; 19:8) 
•	 Wine = Blood / Covenant / Doctrines (Isaiah 65:8; Joel 2:19; Luke 5:37; 22:17, 20; 1 Cor-

inthians 11:25) 

people and Body parts
•	 eyes = Spiritual Discernment (Matthew 13:10–17; 1 John 2:11)
•	 Feet = Your Walk / Direction (Genesis 19:2; Joshua 4:18; Psalm 119:105; Hebrews 12:13)
•	 Forehead = Mind (Deuteronomy 6:6–8; Ezekiel 3:4–9; Romans 7:25)
•	 hand = Deeds / Works / Actions (Ecclesiastes 9:10; Isaiah 59:6)
•	 harlot = Apostate Church / Religion (Isaiah 1:21–27; Jeremiah 3:l–3, 6–9; Revelation 

19:2) 
•	 heads = Major Powers / Rulers / Governments (Revelation 17:3, 9, 10)
•	 thief = Suddenness of Jesus’ Coming (1 Thessalonians 5:2–4; 2 Peter 3:10)
•	 tongue = Language / Speech (Exodus 4:10; Philippians 2:11) 
•	 Woman, Corrupt = Apostate Church (Ezekiel 16:15–58; 23:2–21; Hosea 2:5; 3:l; Revela-

tion 14:4)
•	 Woman, pure = True Church (Jeremiah 6:2; 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:23–27)

numbers
•	 1 = Oneness of God (Deuteronomy 6:4) / Unity of God’s People (John 17:21, 22; Ephe-

sians 4:4–6)
•	 2 = The Truth of God’s Word; for example, the law and prophets (John 1:45) / Two or 

Three Witnesses (2 Corinthians 13:1) / A Sword With Two Edges (Hebrews 4:12). [See 
Mark 6:7 and Revelation 11:3.] The number two is also used 21 times in the books of 
Daniel and Revelation.

•	 3 = The Godhead/Trinity. The angels cry “holy” three times to the triune God (Isaiah 6:3). 
[See also Matthew 28:19.]

•	 4 = Universal Truth, as in the four directions (north, south, east, west) and the four winds 
(Matthew 24:31; Revelation 7:1; 20:8). A sheet with four corners symbolizes the gospel 
going to all the Gentiles (Acts 10:11).

•	 5 = Teaching. First, there are the five books of Moses. Second, Jesus taught about the five 
wise virgins (Matthew 25:1–13) and used five barley loaves to feed the 5,000 (Matthew 
14:17–21; John 6:1–14).

•	 6 = Man, and the Worship of Man, signifying his rebellion, imperfection, works, and dis-
obedience. It is used 273 times in the Bible, including its derivatives (for example, sixth) 
and another 91 times as “threescore” or “60.” Man was created on the sixth day (Genesis 
1:26, 31). [See also Exodus 31:15 and Daniel 3:1.] The number is especially significant 
in the Book of Revelation as “666” identifies the beast. “Here is wisdom. Let him that 
hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his 
number is six hundred threescore and six” (Revelation 13:18, kJv).

•	 7 = God and His Perfection. The sign of divine worship, completion, obedience, and rest. 
The “prince” of Bible numbers, it is used 562 times, including its derivatives (for exam-
ple, seventh, sevens). [See the seventh-day Sabbath in Genesis 2:1–4, Psalm 119:164, and 
in God’s Law in Exodus 20:8–11, for just a few of the examples.] The number seven is 
also the most common number in biblical prophecy, occurring 42 times in Daniel and 
Revelation alone. In Revelation, there are seven churches, seven spirits, seven golden 
candlesticks, seven stars, seven lamps, seven seals, seven horns, seven eyes, seven an-
gels, seven trumpets, seven thunders, seven thousand slain in a great earthquake, seven 
heads, seven crowns, seven last plagues, seven golden vials, seven mountains, and seven 
kings.

•	 10 = Law and Restoration. Of course, this includes the Ten Commandments found in 
Exodus 20. [See also Matthew 25:1 (ten virgins); Luke 17:17 (ten lepers); Luke 15:8 (heal-
ing, ten silver coins).]

•	 12 = The Church and God’s Authority. Jesus had 12 disciples, and there were 12 tribes of 
Israel. In Revelation 12:1, the 24 elders and 144,000 are multiples of 12. The New Jeru-
salem city has 12 foundations, 12 gates, 12,000 furlongs, a tree with 12 kinds of fruit 12 
times a year eaten by 12 times 12,000 or the 144,000. [See Revelation 21.]

•	 40 = One Generation, as well as Times of Testing, and Purification. It rained for 40 days 
during the flood (Genesis 7:17). Moses spent 40 years in the desert, as did the children of 
Israel (Numbers 14:33). Jesus fasted for 40 days (Matthew 4:2).
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•	 50 = Power and Celebration. The Jubilee came after the 49th year (Leviticus 25:10), and 
Pentecost occurred 50 days after Christ’s resurrection (Acts 2).

•	 70 = Human Leadership and Judgment. Moses appointed 70 elders (Exodus 24:1), and at 
Christ’s time, the Sanhedrin still had 70 men sit on its council. Jesus sent out 70 disciples 
(Luke 10:1). Jesus told Peter to forgive 70 times 7 (Matthew 18:21, 22).
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Monies, Weights, and Measures 

The Hebrews probably first used coins in the Persian period (500–350 b.c.). However, mint-
ing began around 700 b.c. in other nations. Prior to this, precious metals were weighed, not 
counted as money.

Some units appear as both measures of money and measure of weights. This comes from 
naming the coins after their weight. For example, the shekel was a weight long before it be-
came the name of a coin.

It is helpful to relate biblical monies to current values. But we cannot make exact equiva-
lents. The fluctuating value of money’s purchasing power is difficult to determine in our own 
day. It is even harder to evaluate currencies used two- to three-thousand years ago.

Therefore, it is best to choose a value meaningful over time, such as a common laborer’s 
daily wage. One day’s wage corresponds to the ancient Jewish system (a silver shekel is four 
days’ wages) as well as to the Greek and Roman systems (the drachma and the denarius were 
each coins representing a day’s wage.

The monies chart below takes a current day’s wage as thirty-two dollars. Though there are 
differences of economies and standards of living, this measure will help us apply meaningful 
values to the monetary units in the chart and in the biblical text.

Monies
Unit Monetary Value Equivalents Translations

Jewish Weights
Talent gold—$5,760,0001

silver—$384,000
3,000 shekels; 6,000 bekas talent

Shekel gold—$1,920
silver—$128

4 days’ wages; 2 bekas; 20 gerahs shekel

Beka gold—$960
silver—$64

½ shekel; 10 gerahs bekah

Gerah gold—$96
silver—$6.40

1⁄20 shekel gerah

Persian Coins 
Daric gold—$1,2802

silver—$64
2 days’ wages, ½ Jewish
silver shekel

dram

Greek Coins 
Tetradrachma 
(Stater)

$128 4 drachmas piece of money

Didrachma $64 2 drachmas tribute

Drachma $32 1 day’s wage piece of silver

Lepton $.25 ½ of a Roamn kodrantes mite

Roman Coins 
Aureus $800 25 denarii

Denarius $32 1 day’s wage pence, penny

Assarius $2 1⁄16 of a denarius farthing

Kodrantes $.50 ¼ of an assarius farthing
1Value of gold is fifteen times the value of silver.
2Value of gold is twenty times the value of silver.
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Weights
Unit Weight Equivalents Translations

Jewish Weights 
Talent c. 75 pounds for common talent, 

c. 150 pounds for royal talent
60 minas; 3,000 shekels talent

Mina 1.25 pounds 50 shekels mina

Shekel c. .4 ounce (11.4 grams) for 
common shekel

c. .8 ounce for royal shekel

2 bekas; 20 gerahs shekel

Beka c. .2 ounce (5.7 grams) 1⁄2 shekel; 10 gerahs half a shekel

Gerah c. .02 ounce (.57 grams) 1⁄20 shekel gerah

Roman Weight 
Litra 

12 ounces pound

Measures of length
Unit Length Equivalents Translation

Day’s journey c. 20 miles day’s journey

Roman mile 4,854 feet 8 stadia mile

Sabbath day’s journey 3,637 feet 6 stadia Sabbath day’s journey

Stadion 606 feet 1⁄8 Roman mile furlong

Rod 9 feet 
(10.5 feet in Ezekiel)

3 paces; 6 cubits measuring reed, reed

Fathom 6 feet 4 cubits fathom

Pace 3 feet 1⁄3 rod; 2 cubits pace

Cubit 18 inches 1⁄2 pace; 2 spans cubit

Span 9 inches 1⁄2 cubit; 3 hand-
breadths 

span

Handbreadth 3 inches 1⁄3 span; 4 fingers handbreadth

Finger .75 inches 1⁄4 handbreadth finger
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dry Measures
Unit Measure Equivalents Translations

Homer 6.52 bushels 10 ephahs homer

Kor 6.52 bushels 1 homer; 10 ephahs cor, measure

Lethech 3.26 bushels 1⁄2 kor half homer

Ephah .65 bushel, 20.8 quarts 1⁄10 homer ephah

Modius 7.68 quarts bushel

Seah 7 quarts 1⁄3 ephah measure

Omer 2.08 quarts 1⁄10 ephah; 14⁄5 kab omer

Kab 1.16 quarts 4 logs cab

Choenix 1 quart measure

Xestes 11⁄16 pints pot

Log .58 pint 1⁄4 kab log

liquid Measures
Unit Measure Equivalents Translations

Kor 60 gallons 10 baths kor

Metretes 10.2 gallons gallon

Bath 6 gallons 6 hins measure, bath

Hin 1 gallon 2 kabs hin

Kab 2 quarts 4 logs kab

Log 1 pint 1⁄4 kab log
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the Jewish Calendar

The Jews used two kinds of calendars:
Civil Calendar—official calendar of kings, childbirth, and contracts
Sacred Calendar—from which festivals were computed.

names of 
Months

Corresponds 
with

no. of days Month of Civil 
year

Month of 
sacred year

tishRi Sept.–Oct. 30 days 1st 7th The Jewish day was from sunset to sunset, in  

8 equal parts:

FiRst WAtCh SUNSET TO 9 p.m.

seCond WAtCh  9 p.m. TO MIDNIGHT

thiRd WAtCh  MIDNIGHT TO 3 a.m.

FouRth WAtCh 3 a.m. TO SUNRISE

 

FiRst WAtCh  SUNRISE TO 9 a.m.

seCond WACh 9 a.m. TO NOON

thiRd WAtCh NOON TO 3 p.m.

FouRh WAtCh 3 p.m. TO SUNSET

heshVAn Oct.–Nov. 29 or 30 2nd 8th

ChisleV Nov.–Dec. 29 or 30 3rd 9th

teBeth Dec.–Jan. 29 4th 10th

sheBAt Jan.–Feb. 30 5th 11th

AdAR Feb.–Mar. 29 or 30 6th 12th

nisAn Mar.–Apr. 30 7th 1st

iyAR Apr.–May 29 8th 2nd

siVAn May–June 30 9th 3rd

tAMMuZ June–July 29 10th 4th

AB July–Aug. 30 11th 5th

`elul Aug.–Sept. 29 12th 6th

*Hebrew months were alternately 30 and 29 days long. Their year, shorter than ours, had 354 days. Therefore, about every 3 years 
(7 times in 19 years) an extra 29-day-month, VEADAR, was added between ADAR and NISAN.
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Chain-Reference Bible topics 
(With instructions on their use)

Included in the following section are 20 Chain-Reference Bible Topics, exploring some of the 
most important teachings in God’s Word. These studies are not only for our own personal use 
but are ideal for sharing these truths with others. 

Here are a few guidelines on how to use these chain-reference studies:

 1. At any time as you proceed through a given topic, you may return to this section for 
an overview of the topic and for a brief phrase following each verse, describing its key 
content or major emphasis. 

 2. In the following example, note what you’ll typically find as you arrive in your Bible at 
the first verse in the study:

 a. In the margin next to the first verse of the first reference, you’ll see a “chain-link” 
symbol. If two chains apply to the verse(s), this symbol appears only once.

 b. In vertical type next to the symbol, you’ll see the full range of verses included in 
this reference. Sometimes, it may be just one verse; other references will include 
a span of several verses. 

 c. In the example below, notice, too, the “dagger” symbol after the range of verses. 
This dagger, with a single cross-mark, indicates that this is the first verse in the 
study. 

 d. Finally, notice just below the verse of the reference a shaded bar that includes first, 
the topic under study, and second, the next reference in the “chain” of the study. If 
there are multiple verses in the chain, this shaded bar will be positioned after the 
concluding verse in the chain. 

10  RWhatever your hand fi nds to do, do it 
with your Rmight; for there is no work or de-
vice or knowledge or wisdom in the grave 
where you are going. [Col. 3:17] ◆ Rom. 12:11

Christian Behavior See Matthew 6:14, 15.

9:10†

 3. When you reach the final reference in the chain, you’ll see two cross-marks in the 
dagger symbol in the margin. The shaded bar below the referenced verse will include 
just the topic title. This indicates you have reached the end of the study.

5  RThe plans of the diligent lead surely to 
plenty,

But those of everyone who is hasty, 
surely to poverty. Prov. 10:4

Christian Behavior

21
:5
‡

May these chain-reference studies prove a great spiritual blessing to you, as well as to those 
with whom you share them. 

1. the BiBle

 THE AUTHORITY AND SOURCE OF THE BIBLE. 
 1. 2 Timothy 3:15, 16: All Scripture is given by inspiration of God. 
 2. 2 Peter 1:19–21: God spoke through holy men in giving the Bible.
 3. 1 Thessalonians 2:13: The Word of God is not words of men. 
 4. Matthew 24:35: God’s Word will last forever.  

v9 | EGW_67_BM.indd   1596 8/18/09   12:52:21 PM



  1597 Chain-Reference Bible topics

 WHAT THE BIBLE DOES FOR US. 
 5. Psalm 119:11: Keeps us from sin.
 6. Psalm 119:105: Lights the path before us. 
 7. Psalm 119:9: Cleanses us from sin. 
 8. Hebrews 4:12: Powerful as a sword; reaches deep into our heart. 
 9. John 17:17: Sanctifies us (makes us like Jesus).

2. Who is God?

 GOD THE FATHER.
 1. John 3:16, 17: God the Father gave His Son to save us. 
 2. 1 John 4:8: God is love—that is His character and essence.
 3. John 14:9: While on earth, Jesus revealed the Father.

 GOD THE SON.
 4. John 1:1–3: Jesus, the Word and Creator, is called God.
 5. John 1:14: Jesus the Word came to live among us on earth.
 6. Colossians 1:15, 16: Jesus created all things.
 7. John 17:18–26: Jesus was in perfect unity with the Father.

 GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT.
 8.  John 14:16–18: Jesus promised the Spirit to take His place on earth.
 9. John 15:26: The Spirit reveals Jesus to us. 
 10. John 16:7, 8: The Spirit convicts of sin.
 11. John 16:13: The Spirit guides us into all truth. 

3. the sABBAth

 THE SABBATH CREATED AND COMMANDED. 
 1. Genesis 2:3: God blessed and sanctified the Sabbath at creation. 
 2. Exodus 20:8–11: The Sabbath is one of the Ten Commandments and is the seventh day 

of the week. 

 THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SABBATH. 
 3. Exodus 31:12–17: The Sabbath a sign between God and His people.
 4. Ezekiel 20:12: The Sabbath a sign of sanctification (set apart as holy). 

 THE SABBATH THROUGH HISTORY. 
 5. Exodus 16:22, 23: Israel kept the Sabbath before Sinai.
 6. Luke 4:16: Jesus Himself kept the Sabbath.
 7.  Acts 18:4: Apostles, Jews, and non-Jews kept the Sabbath.
 8. Isaiah 66:23: Sabbath will be kept in the New Earth.

 HOW TO ENJOY THE SABBATH.
 9. Isaiah 58:13, 14: Set aside week-day pleasures and pursuits.
 10. Matthew 12:11–13: Focus on doing good for others.
 11. Mark 2:27: God made Sabbath for man, not man for the Sabbath.
 12. Luke 14:1–5: What Jesus taught about Sabbath-keeping.

 WHEN TO OBSERVE THE SABBATH.
 13. Leviticus 23:32: Sabbath celebrated from “evening to evening.” 
 14. John 19:31: Friday is the “day of preparation” just before the Sabbath.

4. MARRiAGe

 MARRIAGE: A GIFT FROM GOD.
 1. Genesis 2:18–24: The first marriage—a gift of God from Eden.
 2. John 2:1–10: Jesus celebrated a marriage with His presence and a miracle. 
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 HOW TO HAVE A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE.
 3. 2 Corinthians 6:14: Believers should marry believers. 
 4. Ephesians 5:22–24: How wives should relate to their husbands.
 5. Ephesians 5:25–30: How husbands should relate to their wives.
 6. Ephesians 5:31: Couples should leave their parents and become one flesh together.
 7. Ephesians 5:33: Couples should demonstrate mutual love and respect. 

 WHAT JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT DIVORCE.
 8. Matthew 5:31, 32: Jesus teaches on divorce. 
 9. Matthew 19:3–9: Further teaching of Jesus on marriage and divorce.
 10. 1 Corinthians 7:10, 11: Reconciliation, not divorce, is God’s will for a troubled mar-

riage. 

 FAMILY: PARENTS AND CHILDREN.
 11. Deuteronomy 6:6–9: Parents to diligently teach children God’s law and will. 
 12. Proverbs 22:6: Train a child in the right way, and later the child will not depart 

from it. 
 13. Ephesians 6:1–4: Children should obey and honor their parents. 

5. sAlVAtion FRoM sin

 HOW AND WHEN SIN BEGAN.
 1. Ezekiel 28:14–18: Highest angel in heaven chooses self-exaltation; sin begins.
 2. Isaiah 14:12–14: Pride leads to Lucifer’s fall.
 3. Revelation 12:7–9: Lucifer goes to war against God and is cast out of heaven.

 THE FIRST MAN AND WOMAN FALL INTO SIN.
 4. Genesis 2:15–17: God tests Adam and Eve; states the penalty for failing.
 5. Genesis 3:6: Tragically, Adam and Eve fail the test and sin.
 6. Genesis 3:19: God restates the penalty for choosing sin and self. 

 SINCE ADAM, ALL ARE SINNERS UNDER THE PENALTY OF DEATH. 
 7. Romans 3:23: All have sinned and come short of God’s perfect ideal. 
 8. Romans 5:12–14: Death penalty falls also on all Adam’s descendants. 
 9. Romans 6:23: The wages, or penalty, of sin, is death. 

 GOD’S PLAN TO SAVE US (HIS PART). 
 10. John 3:16, 17: God sent His Son Jesus to die in our place.
 11. Romans 5:8: Christ did die for us as our Substitute.
 12. 1 Corinthians 15:22: Death through Adam, but life through Christ. 

 HOW WE RECEIVE SALVATION (OUR PART). 
 13. John 1:12: We receive Jesus as our Savior, by faith.
 14. Ephesians 2:8, 9: Salvation is a free gift, which we cannot earn by “being good.”
 15. 1 John 5:11–13: When by faith we believe in Jesus, we have eternal life.
 16. Revelation 3:20: By faith, we invite Jesus into our heart as Savior.

6. FAith

 WHAT FAITH IS AND WHY WE NEED IT. 
 1. Hebrews 11:1: Believing and trusting in what we don’t yet see. 
 2. Hebrews 11:6: More specifically, believing in Jesus and trusting Him.
 3. Habakkuk 2:4: The righteous live by faith. 

 WHERE FAITH COMES FROM.
 4. Romans 12:3: God gives a measure of faith to each of us.
 5. Matthew 17:20: Even faith as small as a mustard seed is powerful.
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 6. Romans 10:17: Faith comes from hearing God speak to us in His Word.
 7. Luke 17:5: We can pray and ask God to increase our faith.
 8. Mark 9:24: Faith and doubt can exist together. 

 WHAT FAITH CAN DO. 
 9. Acts 16:31: Faith is necessary to receive God’s salvation.
 10. Romans 5:1: We are justified (pardoned and set right with God) by faith.
 11. Acts 26:18: We are also sanctified (given power to be like Jesus) by faith. 
 12. John 1:12: We receive Jesus into our lives and become God’s children by faith.
 13. Hebrews 4:2: Without faith, God’s Word does us no good. 
 14. James 2:14–26: Real faith shows itself in good works. 
 15. Hebrews 11:3: We believe in Creation by faith.

7. God’s lAW 

 GOD’S LAW BEFORE MOUNT SINAI.
 1. Genesis 26:5: Abraham kept the commandments before Sinai.
 2. Exodus 16:24–30: The Sabbath commandment before Sinai. 
 3. Psalm 111:7–9: God’s law is eternal.
 4. Romans 5:12–14: Paul shows the law existed from Eden.

 GOD’S TEN-COMMANDMENT LAW. 
 5. Exodus 20:3–17: The law as God gave it at Mt. Sinai. 
 6. Romans 3:20: The law points out sin.
 7. James 4:17: Knowing to do right and not doing it is sin.
 8. 1 John 3:4: Sin is transgressing of the law.

 THE LAW IN OUR EVERYDAY LIFE.
 9. Deuteronomy 28:1, 2: Blessings of obeying God’s law.
 10. Psalm 19:7–11: Psalmist describes God’s law as perfect and wonderful.
 11. Jeremiah 31:31–33: God’s new covenant: His law inside us, in our minds and hearts.
 12. Matthew 22:36–40: Summary of the law: love to God; love to man.
 13. 1 John 5:3: God’s law is not a burden.

 JESUS AND THE LAW. 
 14. Matthew 5:17, 18: Jesus came not to destroy, but to fulfill the law. 
 15. John 14:15: If we love Jesus, we will keep His commandments.
 16. John 15:10: Jesus kept the commandments.

 THE LAW, STILL VALID AFTER JESUS RETURNED TO HEAVEN. 
 17. Romans 7:12: Paul indicated it was still in effect. 
 18. 1 John 2:3–6: John indicated it was still in effect. 

 LAW AND GRACE. 
 19. Romans 3:31: Law not made void by faith in God’s grace. 
 20. Romans 6:14, 15: We’re not under law, but under grace.
 21. Romans 7:22: Paul delighted in the law. 
 22. Hebrews 8:10: How the law can be kept.
 23. James 1:22–25: Function of the law to reveal sin not changed after the Cross.

8. Jesus

 OLD TESTAMENT PREDICTED COMING OF MESSIAH.
 1. Genesis 3:14, 15: A Redeemer promised in Eden.
 2. Isaiah 7:14: Savior to be born of a virgin.
 3. Isaiah 9:6, 7: Birth of Christ predicted. 
 4. Micah 5:2: Savior to be born in Bethlehem. 
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 CHRIST’S BIRTH AND EARLY LIFE.
 5. Luke 2:10–16: Luke’s record of Christ’s birth. 
 6. Luke 2:40: Jesus grew physically and intellectually.
 7. Luke 2:42–49: At age 12, Jesus realizes His mission.

 CHRIST’S MINISTRY (WHY HE CAME).
 8. John 3:16, 17: That we may have everlasting life.
 9. Matthew 1:21: To save us from sin.

 CHRIST’S DEATH AND RESURRECTION.
 10. Isaiah 53:1–9: Christ’s death predicted and described.
 11. 1 John 3:16: From love for us, Jesus gave His life for us. 
 12. John 19:28–30: Jesus dies on the cross.
 13. Matthew 28:5–8: Jesus is resurrected.

9. the ChRistiAn liFe

 BORN AGAIN.
 1. John 3:3–8: The necessity and results of the New Birth. 
 2. Ezekiel 36:26, 27: Old heart, new heart.
 3. 2 Corinthians 5:17: Once born again, the old is gone; all things are new.
 4.  Ephesians 4:22–24: Old man, new man.
 5. 1 Peter 1:23: The role of the Word of God in the New Birth.

 CHRISTIAN GROWTH.
 6. 1 Peter 2:1, 2: New Christians should start with the “milk” of the Word.
 7. Hebrews 5:12–14: But don’t stay on milk forever.
 8. Ephesians 4:15: Grow up in all things, into Christ. 
 9.  2 Peter 3:18: Grow in grace and in knowing Jesus.

 HOW JESUS HELPS US GROW.
 10. Galatians 2:20: We live by faith in the Son of God.
 11.  Philippians 2:13: God works in and through us to will and to do.
 12.  Philippians 4:13: Through Christ’s power in us, we can do all things.

 WHAT JESUS BEGINS IN US, HE FINISHES.
 13. Philippians 1:6: What Jesus begins in us, He completes.
 14. Hebrews 12:2: Jesus is the Author and Finisher of our faith.

10. BAptisM/loRd’s suppeR

 IMPORTANCE OF BAPTISM.
 1.  Matthew 3:13–15: Jesus was baptized as an example to us. 
 2. Mark 16:15, 16: Belief that leads to baptism saves us. 

 BAPTISM—A SPIRITUAL SYMBOL. 
 3. Romans 6:3, 4: Death, burial, resurrection. 
 4. Colossians 2:12: Buried and resurrected by faith.
 5.  Galatians 3:27: A symbol of a new relationship with Christ. 
 6. Acts 2:38: We receive the Holy Spirit at baptism.
 7. 1 Corinthians 12:12, 13: We become part of Christ’s Body at baptism.
 8. Acts 19:1–7: On being baptized again after receiving new truth. 

 BAPTISM IS BY IMMERSION. 
 9. Matthew 3:16: Jesus came up out of the water. 
 10. Acts 8:36–39: Philip and the eunuch both went down into the water.
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 THE LORD’S SUPPER—A SPIRITUAL SYMBOL.
 11. Matthew 26:26–28: The record of the original Lord’s Supper. 
 12. John 13:12–15: Before the Lord’s Supper came the foot-washing.
 13. 1 Corinthians 10:16, 17: The communion service of bread and wine. 
 14. 1 Corinthians 11:23–30: Jesus established the symbol of the Lord’s Supper.

11. ChRistiAn BehAVioR

 BASIC PRINCIPLES FOR CHRISTIAN BEHAVIOR.
 1. Ecclesiastes 9:10: Whatever you do, do your best.
 2. Matthew 6:14, 15: Forgiving others.
 3. Luke 10:27: Love others. 
 4. Romans 12:9–19: Abhor the evil, cling to the good.
 5. 2 Corinthians 9:6, 7: Be a cheerful giver.
 6. 1 Thessalonians 5:17, 18: Give thanks in everything. 
 7. 1 Timothy 5:8: Provide for your family.
 8. 1 Timothy 6:6–10: Contentment. 

 BIBLE PRINCIPLES FOR ENTERTAINMENT.
 9. Romans 8:5: We either feed the sinful nature or the spiritual nature.
 10.  Philippians 4:8: The great Bible standard for recreation, amusement, entertainment—

and all our behavior.

 BIBLE PRINCIPLES FOR DRESS.
 11. Isaiah 3:16–24: God’s prophecy about the decorated women of Zion.
 12. 1 Timothy 2:9, 10: Modesty and the inward adornment of good works.
 13. 1 Peter 3:3, 4: Inner versus outer beauty.

 BIBLE PRINCIPLES OF SPEECH.
 14. Matthew 26:73, 74: On swearing and bywords.
 15.  Ephesians 4:29: Let nothing corrupt escape your lips. 
 16.  Ephesians 5:4: Avoid obscenities and foolish talk.

 BIBLE PRINCIPLES OF WORK ETHICS.
 17.  Proverbs 10:4, 5: He who deals with a slack hand becomes poor. 
 18. Proverbs 14:23: In all labor there is profit.
 19. Proverbs 23:4, 5: Don’t overwork to be rich.
 20. 2 Corinthians 6:14: Don’t be unequally yoked. 

 BIBLE PRINCIPLES OF LAZINESS.
 21.  Proverbs 6:6–11: Look to the ant for an example. 
 22.  Proverbs 19:15: An idle person will suffer hunger.
 23. Proverbs 24:30–34: A little sleep and slumber brings laziness.

 BIBLE PRINCIPLES ON AVOIDING GREED. 
 24. Proverbs 1:19: Greedy for gain. 
 25.  Proverbs 15:27: A greedy person troubles even his own house.
 26. Proverbs 21:5: Being hasty leads to poverty. 

12. MAnAGinG God’s GiFts

 GOD OWNS EVERYTHING.
 1. Psalm 50:10: The cattle on a thousand hills.
 2. Haggai 2:8: All the silver and the gold. 
 3. Psalm 24:1: The world and everything in it. 
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 ALL THAT WE HAVE COMES FROM GOD. 
 4. Acts 17:25: Life, breath, and all things. 
 5. 1 Chronicles 29:12: Riches and honor.
 6. Deuteronomy 8:11–18: The power to get wealth. 

 RETURNING A PORTION TO GOD.
 7. Leviticus 27:30–32: Tithe is one-tenth of my income. 
 8. Malachi 3:7, 8: Warning against robbing God of His tithes and offerings.
 9. Matthew 23:23: Tithing not to be left undone.

 TITHE IS TO BE USED FOR SUPPORT OF THE MINISTRY. 
 10. Numbers 18:21: Priests received tithe for their services.
 11.  1 Corinthians 9:13, 14: Tithe for support of the ministry.

 GOD WILL PROVIDE FOR US IF WE PUT HIM FIRST. 
 12. Malachi 3:10: The great tithing promise.
 13. Matthew 6:33: Seek God first, and He will provide.
 14. Psalm 37:25: The righteous never have to beg.
 15. 2 Corinthians 9:6, 7: God loves a cheerful giver.

13. heAlth

 GOD WANTS US TO BE HEALTHY. 
 1.  3 John 2: Good health is God’s will for us. 
 2.  Exodus 15:26: God promised His people would be disease-free if they followed His 

instructions.
 3.  1 Corinthians 10:31: We should honor and glorify God even in our eating and drinking.

 OUR BODIES—THE DWELLING PLACE OF GOD.
 4. 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17: We should avoid anything that defiles or destroys God’s temple.
 5. 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20: Our bodies are not ours—they are God’s temples, His dwelling 

places.

 THE IDEAL DIET.
 6.  Genesis 1:29: Man’s original diet: grains, fruits, nuts.
 7. Genesis 7:2: Clean and unclean animals enter the ark.
 8.  Genesis 3:18: Vegetables added to diet after sin entered. 
 9.  Genesis 9:2–4: Flesh food permitted after the Flood.
 10.  Leviticus 11:1–31: Clean and unclean flesh foods defined.

 WARNINGS AGAINST USE OF ALCOHOL.
 11. Judges 13:4: Warning against wine and strong drink—1.
 12.  Proverbs 20:1: Warning against wine and strong drink—2.
 13.  Proverbs 23:29–32: Results of using intoxicants.
 14. 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10: Drunkards will not enter God’s kingdom.

14. GiFt oF pRopheCy 

 GOD’S WAY OF SPEAKING TO MEN. 
 1. Hosea 12:10: Since man’s fall into sin, God speaks to us primarily through His 

prophets.
 2. Amos 3:7: God reveals His secrets to us through His prophets. 
 3. Numbers 12:6: God speaks to His prophets through visions and dreams. 
 4. 2 Peter 1:19–21: Prophets speak as they are moved upon by the Holy Spirit.
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 HOW TO TELL A TRUE PROPHET FROM A FALSE ONE. 
 5. Matthew 24:24: Warning against false prophets in the last days.
 6. Matthew 7:15–20: True prophets are known by their fruit.
 7. 1 John 4:1–6: Messages of a true prophet are Christ centered. 
 8. Isaiah 8:20: Prophet’s messages should harmonize with previous prophets, with God’s 

law, and with previous Scripture.
 9. Jeremiah 23:16, 17: True prophet reproves sin. 
 10. Jeremiah 28:9: Predictions of a true prophet must be 100 percent accurate. 
 11. 1 Corinthians 14:3, 4: A prophet’s words edify the church. 

 THE PROPHETIC GIFT IN THE LAST DAYS. 
 12. Ephesians 4:11: Prophecy one of the gifts of the Spirit.
 13. Joel 2:27, 28: Prophecy to be active in the last days. 
 14. 1 Corinthians 1:7: God’s people who await Christ’s return are to lack none of the spiri-

tual gifts.
 15. Revelation 12:17: The two identifying marks of God’s last, true followers. 
 16. Revelation 19:10: The testimony of Jesus is the spirit or gift of prophecy. 

 HOW WE SHOULD RELATE TO THE GIFT OF PROPHECY. 
 17. 1 Thessalonians 5:20, 21: Do not despise prophesyings.
 18. 2 Chronicles 20:20: We prosper as we believe in God’s chosen prophets. 

 WHAT HAPPENS TO US WHEN WE DO NOT OBEY GOD’S PROPHETS? 
 19. Acts 3:23: Ignoring the prophet’s words brings destruction.
 20. 2 Chronicles 36:14–17: The tragic results of mocking God’s prophets.

15. ChRist’s RetuRn 

 PROMISES AND PREDICTIONS. 
 1. John 14:1–3: Jesus Himself promises to return.
 2. Hebrews 9:28: Christ coming a second time.

 WHEN JESUS IS COMING AGAIN. 
 3. Matthew 24:36: We don’t know the exact day or hour.
 4. Matthew 24:30–33: Immediately after all the signs have been fulfilled. 
 5. Matthew 24:14: Immediately after the gospel reaches the entire world. 

 THE MANNER OF HIS COMING. 
 6. Acts 1:9–11: In the same manner as He ascended.
 7. 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17: With a shout, angel voice, and trumpet blast.
 8. Revelation 1:7: Every eye will see Him.

 WHAT JESUS WILL DO WHEN HE COMES.
 9. Matthew 16:27: Reward everyone according to his works.
 10. 2 Timothy 4:6–8: Give each saint a crown of righteousness. 

 HOW TO PREPARE TO MEET JESUS AT HIS COMING. 
 11. Matthew 24:42–44: Watch and be ready.
 12. Titus 2:11–13: Live soberly, righteously, godly.
 13. James 5:7, 8: Be patient.
 14. 1 John 2:28: Abide in Christ.

16. siGns oF the end 

 SIGNS THAT THE END IS NEAR. 
 1. Matthew 24:3: Disciples ask Jesus for signs of the Second Coming.
 2. Joel 2:30, 31: Signs in the sun, moon, and stars—1. 
 3. Matthew 24:29: Signs in the sun, moon, and stars—2.
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 4. Matthew 24:37–39: Days before the Second Coming like the days before the Flood. 
 5. 2 Timothy 3:1–5: Intense evil.
 6. 2 Peter 3:3, 4: Scoffing at the Second Coming is itself a sign. 

 THE HARVEST OF BOTH GOOD AND EVIL MUST BE READY TO REAP. 
 7. Matthew 13:24–30: Parable of the wheat and tares. 
 8. Matthew 13:39: Harvest is the end of the world, at the Second Coming.
 9. Mark 4:26–29: Parable of the harvest at the Second Coming. 
 10. James 5:7, 8: God waits for the good fruit to ripen.

17. AFteR deAth

 MAN IS MORTAL—GOD IS IMMORTAL. 
 1. Genesis 3:4: Immortality of man was the devil’s first lie. 
 2.  Job 4:17: Man is mortal—1. 
 3. Ezekiel 18:20: Man is mortal—2.
 4. 1 Timothy 6:15, 16: God only has immortality.

 MAN DOES NOT HAVE A SOUL—HE IS A SOUL. 
 5. Genesis 2:7: God breathed into man, and he became a living soul (breath + dust = 

soul).
 6. Ecclesiastes 12:7: At death, the process is reversed.

 DEATH IS REFERRED TO AS SLEEP IN THE BIBLE. 
 7.  John 11:11–14: Jesus called death sleep. 
 8. Psalm 13:3: David called death sleep. 
 9. Daniel 12:2: Daniel also called death sleep.

 THE DEAD ARE TOTALLY UNCONSCIOUS AND UNAWARE. 
 10. Psalm 6:5: Dead remember nothing and can’t give thanks.
 11. Psalm 115:17: Dead do not praise God.
 12. Psalm 146:3, 4: No one can lay plans after death.
 13. Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6: Dead know nothing.

 THE DEAD DO NOT GO TO HEAVEN OR HELL AT DEATH. 
 14. Job 7:9, 10: Dead remain in their graves—1.
 15. Job 21:32: Dead remain in their graves—2.
 16. John 5:28, 29: Dead are in their graves until the Second Coming.
 17. John 20:17: Jesus did not go to heaven at death. 

18. the MillenniuM 

 EVENTS THAT TAKE PLACE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MILLENNIUM. 
 1.  1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17: The second coming of Christ; righteous dead resurrected; 

righteous living caught up to meet them. 
 2.  1 Corinthians 15:51, 52: Righteous living are changed and caught up to meet Jesus. 
 3.  2 Thessalonians 1:7–9: Wicked living are slain.
 4.  Revelation 20:2, 3: Satan bound for 1,000 years. 

 EVENTS THAT TAKE PLACE DURING THE MILLENNIUM. 
 5. 1 Corinthians 6:1–3: Righteous in heaven judging the wicked.

 EVENTS THAT TAKE PLACE AT THE END OF THE MILLENNIUM. 
 6. Revelation 20:5: Wicked dead are raised. 
 7. Revelation 21:1–5: Christ, Holy City, and saints descend to earth. 
 8. Revelation 20:7–10: Satan and the wicked surround the City; fire destroys them.
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19. end oF sin/hell 

 DO THE WICKED SUFFER IN EVERLASTING FIRE? 
 1.  Matthew 25:41: Everlasting fire. 
 2.  Matthew 25:46: Everlasting destruction. 
 3.  Mark 3:29: Eternal damnation.
 4.  Jude 7: Eternal fire. 

 HOW IS THE WORD FOREVER USED ELSEWHERE IN THE BIBLE? 
 5. Exodus 21:6: Slave to serve his master forever.
 6. 1 Samuel 1:22: Samuel to abide in the tabernacle forever. 
 7. Malachi 4:1: Wicked to be totally consumed, with nothing left.

20. the neW eARth

 GOD’S FOLLOWERS LOOK FORWARD TO A NEW EARTH.
 1. 2 Peter 3:13: God’s followers look forward to a new heaven and a new earth.

 THE PROPHET ISAIAH DESCRIBES OUR ETERNAL HOME.
 2. Isaiah 35:4–10: Isaiah describes the new earth.
 3. Isaiah 65:17–25: Isaiah further describes the new earth.

 THE PROPHET JOHN ALSO DESCRIBES OUR ETERNAL HOME. 
 4. Revelation 21:1–5: John describes the new earth.
 5. Revelation 21:10–26: John describes the holy city, New Jerusalem.
 6. Revelation 22:1–5: John further describes the new earth. 
 7. Revelation 22:20: Our only response to the prospect of being finally home.
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